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served as an articles and comments editor for the University of Richmond Law 
Review and received the CALI Excellence for the Future Award in the courses 
of Sales and Leases, Legislation and Regulation, Legal Research, and Civil 
Procedure. Upon graduation from law school, she was awarded the Faculty 
Award for Excellence in the Field of Commercial Law. Nicole received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of South Carolina, where she grad-
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ing interests are in Contracts, Torts, Federal Income Tax, and Partnership 
Tax. Gergen graduated from the University of Chicago Law School in 1982. 



He clerked for the Hon. Harrison L. Winter, United States Court of Appeal 
for the Fourth Circuit, and was an associate at Arnold and Porter.  He has 
visited at the University College London Faculty of Laws and Harvard Law 
School.
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Erin Sheley is a professor at California Western School of Law. She was for-
merly an Associate Professor at the University of Oklahoma College of Law 
and an Assistant Professor at the University of Calgary Faculty of Law. She 
has also served as a Visiting Associate Professor at the George Washington 
University Law School and an Olin-Searle Fellow at Georgetown University 
Law Center. Prior to academia she practiced for several years in the litigation 
group of the Washington, D.C. offices of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP. She 
earned her J.D. from Harvard Law School and her Ph.D. in English from 
George Washington University.
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Michael P. Bitgood is a J.D. Candidate at Texas A&M University School of 
Law in the class of 2024. During law school, Michael served as the Managing 
Editor of the Texas A&M Journal of Law & Civil Governance, as an editor 
on the Texas A&M Law Review, as a general editor on the Harvard Journal 
of Law & Public Policy’s 2023 symposium issue, and as a guest editor on 
the Texas Review of Law & Politics. Before law school, Michael graduated 
summa cum laude from Belhaven University with a B.A. in Political Science 
and Philosophy, and he worked for three years controlling quality documen-
tation for manufacturing organizations. After graduation, he will work as a 
judicial law clerk.
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Zachary Fechter is a J.D. candidate at Texas A&M University School of 
Law, graduating in May 2024. During law school, Zach was President of 
the American Constitution Society, a Staff Editor of the Texas A&M Law 
Review, and a member of the school’s Mock Trial team. After graduation, he 
will work for Zelle LLP as an associate in Dallas. Prior to law school, Zach 
graduated summa cum laude from Loyola University Maryland with a B.A. 
in Global Studies, and he graduated from the University of Texas at Austin 
with an M.A. in Rhetoric & Language.
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Sierra Ross is a law student at Texas A&M University School of Law. She 
serves as an Articles Editor for Texas A&M Law Review and is a member of 
Texas A&M’s Christian Legal Society. She graduated from Howard Payne 
University where she double majored in Social Science (with an emphasis 
in Jurisprudence) and Civic Leadership/Public Policy. At Howard Payne, she 
was involved with the Student Government Association and Criminal Justice 
Club and participated in mock trial, moot court, and model United Nations. 
After taking the bar, she will serve in the Navy’s Judge Advocate General 
Corps. This career path has been her goal since she was seventeen, and she 
looks forward to fulfilling that goal and serving her nation.
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Jordan Thorn is a J.D. candidate at Texas A&M School of Law and will 
graduate in May 2024. During law school, Jordan served as an Associate 
Managing Editor for the Texas A&M Law Review, interned with the United 
States Department of Justice, and received a Texas A&M Public Interest 
Law Fellowship. Prior to attending law school, she graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of Maryland with degrees in Criminal Justice and 
Psychology and received minors in Global Terrorism and Public Leadership. 
After graduation, Jordan will be clerking for Magistrate Judge Ronald Griffin 
on the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas.
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